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Y O U R  B R E X I T  Q U E S T I O N S  A N S W E R E D

During a recent webinar by PYA on 12/01/2021,  the panel of yachting agents answered 
the fol lowing questions.

General regulations

•	 The UK left the EU on 31/12/2020
•	 UK cit izens can now only stay in the EU for ‘tourist ’  purposes (unless official 

resident status has been obtained) for 90-days within a 180-day period.
•	 If  you were in the EU before the Brexit date (31/12/2020), you should consider your 

90-day period to have started on 01/01/2021.
•	 UK cit izens need to have their passport stamped IN & OUT upon entering & exit ing 

the EU borders
•	 UK cit izens need a val id passport,  no older than 10 years with at least 6 months left 

before it expires.
•	 UK cit izens are not legally al lowed to work in the EU, unless they have a val id work 

visa. Please note, although working onboard a vessel is permitted as it ’s seen as 
work offshore, some EU-flagged vessels (e.g. France and Spain) require crew who 
work onboard these vessels to have the legal r ight to work in the EU. Therefore, UK 
cit izens would require an EU work visa to work on these vessels.

NB :  Although immigration and travel rules are the same throughout Europe, every coun-
try and port might have sl ightly different requirements, so we urge crew to work with 
local yacht agents to assist them with their immigration. .

W H A T  A R E  T H E  I M M I G R A T I O N  R U L E S  F O R  U K  C R E W 
W H O  W E R E  W O R K I N G  O N B O A R D  V E S S E L S  B E F O R E 
B R E X I T  3 1 / 1 2 / 2 0 2 0 ?

France

•	 UK crew who arrived before 31/12/2020 should be stamped ‘out’  prior to 31/03/2021 
(before the use of their 90-day al lowance) to avoid overstaying and receiving a f ine.

•	 UK Crew can be stamped ‘out’  provided they are holding a Seaman’s Discharge Book 
or other accepted documentation which confirms their status as a seafarer (please 
contact your local yachting agent to confirm the l ist of supporting documents 
required).

•	 When leaving :  UK cit izens need to be stamped ‘ in’  to the EU (Schengen area) prior 
to going to the airport or taking other means of transport.

•	 UK Crew cannot get stamped ‘ in’  the EU and then immediately ‘out’  again. French
•	 customs have stated that 01/01/2021 wil l  count as the arrival date for these UK 

cit izens and immigration cannot anti-date.
•	 NB: Due to Covid restrictions, non-EU crew wil l  only be stamped ‘ in’  i f  they can 

present f l ights leaving the Schengen (EU) zone.
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•	 Valid passport:  Must be val id for at least 6 months longer than the planned stay in 
Schengen and less than 10 years old.

•	 Seaman’s book: A Seaman’s discharge book can be used to prove seafarer status, 
without which no ‘out’  stamp wil l/should be granted by port immigrations. We must 
insist ,  especial ly for yachts not using agents, that the crew hold a seaman book in 
order to handle the immigration matters on a legal basis.

•	 90 days al lowance: per any 180 days running period.
•	 Prior stamp request in ports:  Most immigration offices can stamp with 24h notice 

or even less. Some immigration points wil l  ask for 5 workdays notice which is the 
maximum legal notice time.

Documents Required

Spain

•	 Unlike France, Spain is not automatical ly counting the entry date of crew members 
who arrived before Brexit as 01/01/2021 and the start of their 90-day al lowance. 
Crew wil l  need to be stamped ‘ in’  to Spain by a local yachting agent for their 90- 
day period to start.

•	 Due to current COVID regulations, UK crew wil l  need to have proof of departure in 
order to get stamped ‘ In’ .  This might include fl ights or supporting documentation 
from the vessel or management company proving their departure.

•	 Must have an appointment & be accompanied by an authorised agent. 
•	 Regular appointment times: Monday-Friday from 08.30 - 14,00 (Palma from 08.00 

and occasionally available in the evening).
•	 Emergency appointments are available under exceptional circumstances.

Immigration/ Border Police Appointment Times:

•	 Certif icate of Registry (if  the boat’s not already a BWA Yachting cl ient).
•	 Passport.
•	 Seaman’s Book (or documentation from the boat proving employment, plus
•	 professional certif icates etc).
•	 An updated crew l ist including the crew member ’s name.
•	 Copy of the travel detai ls (where relevant).

Documents Required

[Answer supplied by Antonella Del la Pietra,  BWA Yachting Spain 12/01/2021]

Answer supplied by Mark Ravnholt ,  Catalano Shipping France 12/01/2021
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W H A T  I F  A  U K  C I T I Z E N  ( C R E W  M E M B E R )  H A S
R E S I D E N C Y  I N  A N  E U  C O U N T R Y ?

UK crew/citizens who hold a val id EU residency card or passport have the same 
residency and immigration rights as EU cit izens. They can l ive, work and travel 
within the EU and not face the restrictions that standard UK cit izens are now 
facing after Brexit .  These crew need to ensure they travel with their EU residency 
card and passport at al l  t imes to show proof of residency. These individuals are 
not subject to the 90-day rule and wil l  not have to get their passport stamped in 
or out when they travel or work on vessels within the EU.

H O W  F A R  C A N  C R E W  T R A V E L  F R O M  T H E I R  V E S S E L 
( I N  T H E  P O R T )  O N C E  S T A M P E D  O U T  T H E  E U ?

Some ports,  especial ly larger commercial ports,  can have strict policies on crew 
movement beyond the vessel once they have been stamped out of the EU. At 
certain t imes, local authorit ies can enforce stricter rules. It  is therefore important 
that crew have their Seaman’s Book with them as this wil l  confirm their status 
as a seafarer and al low them to circulate shoreside in the port of cal l  and the 
neighbouring touching towns within the same country (e.g. ,  I f  you are based in 
the last town on a border e.g. Menton, France, this does not al low you to enter 
the next country,Italy).

W H A T  A B O U T  U K  C R E W  L O O K I N G  F O R  W O R K  O R  D O C K 
W A L K I N G  D U R I N G  T H E I R  9 0 - D A Y  T R A V E L  A L L O W A N C E ?

UK citizens are not al lowed to work in the EU (on-land) after Brexit .  However, UK 
cit izens are al lowed to work onboard vessels within EU waters. But,  some EU-
flagged vessels (France, Spain) wil l  require non-EU crew to hold a val id work 
visa. Although it ’s on the fr inge of the law, there shouldn’t be a problem if crew 
are dock walking or seeking work on vessels whilst in the EU during their 90-day 
al lowance, however, they need to make sure they get stamped out immediately if 
they start working onboard a vessel .
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W H A T  A B O U T  C R E W  T A X  D E C L A R A T I O N S ?

UK crew who spend long periods of t ime working on vessels based in EU ports might be 
l iable to pay tax and/or social security charges within the local EU state. We advise al l 
crew to look into the rules and regulations of the individual EU state they are in.

H O W  C A N  U K  C R E W  G E T  A  S E A M A N ’ S  B O O K ?

UK crew (with existing or prospective jobs only) can apply for a UK Seaman’s Book in 
person (at one of the UK Marine Offices) or via post - see ful l  detai ls here. Please note, 
the PYA has contacted the MCA and they have confirmed that they currently have a 10-
week delay in processing Seaman’s Books and have removed the 24-hour turnaround 
service, so it ’s best to wait unti l  these processing times have improved before making 
your application. In the meantime, we suggest contacting a yacht agent to advise which 
other documentation is accepted by your local port customs officials to prove your 
status as a seafarer.

In addition, UK crew can apply for another f lag state seaman’s book - this wil l  be
determined by the f lag state of the vessel on which you are employed. 
Here are some additional detai ls:

•	 Malta is reluctant to issue seaman books to non-Maltese crew if the boat is 	not 
based in Malta

•	 Sweden only issues seaman’s Books to individuals having had merchant 		
marine or navy experience

•	 Panama can issue a seaman book for a great number of nationalit ies working on a 
great number of f lag states. However, this is a very slow procedure (count 2 months) 
and the book has only got 4 pages.

At some ports,  the PYA Service Record Book has been known to be accepted, however, 
this wil l  need to be confirmed by a local yachting agent.

H A S  T H E  V A L I D I T Y  O F  U K  ( R Y A )  C E R T I F I C A T E S  B E E N 
A F F E C T E D  B Y  B R E X I T ?

VALIDITY OF CERTIFICATION
The below questions have been answered by Richard Falk from the RYA on 12/01/2021.

To date we have not been advised of any changes in the val idity of UK and RYA
certif icates by most EU countries.  In Spain, however, we are advised that vessels 
under 14 meters which are UK flagged are no longer able to obtain a permit to operate
commercial ly.  Therefore, crew who hold UK Certif icates of Competence (CoCs) can no
longer operate vessels under 14 metres in Spain, regardless of what f lag they are 
registered under. We are sti l l  awaiting a response as to whether this rul ing applies to 
holders of MCA STCW 200 gt COCs also.
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A R E  I C C S  I S S U E D  B Y  T H E  U K  S T I L L  V A L I D  I N  T H E  E U ?

ICCs are sti l l  val id, with the exception of Spain. In Spanish waters,  UK ICCs are 
no longer val id on a Spanish vessel ,  or on a vessel f lagged under any member EU 
state. Spain has not adopted ‘UNEC Resolution 40’ and are therefore not obliged to 
fol low any of the conventions relating to the ICC, whereas most other EU nations 
have. Please note, the operation of tenders has not been addressed by the Spanish 
authorit ies - this wil l  need to be confirmed with local authorit ies.  It  is considered 
good practice however to ensure that tenders to larger vessels are clearly identif ied 
as such in order to minimise any risk of problems.

W H A T  S H O U L D  C R E W  D O  I F  T H E Y  A R E  U N S U R E 
A B O U T  T H E  V A L I D I T Y  O F  T H E I R  R Y A / U K
C E R T I F I C A T E S  I N  I N D I V I D U A L  E U  S T A T E S ?

Crew should seek confirmation/clarif ication on the val idity of their certif icates 
in individual EU countries.  Right now, the RYA has not been informed by any EU 
member states (other than Spain) that their certif ication is no longer val id.

W I L L  R Y A  E X A M I N E R  A N D  I N S T R U C T O R  C E R T I F I C A T E S 
S T I L L  B E  V A L I D  W I T H  E U  T R A I N I N G  S C H O O L S ?

The instructor qualif ications are sti l l  val id for instructing RYA courses in the EU. 
Examiner qualif ications are also sti l l  val id for examining Yachtmasters under exam 
conditions. However, in Spain, the RYA / MCA Yachtmaster CoC which underpins RYA 
instructor qualif ications is no longer accepted by the authorit ies there. Instructors 
would therefore need to hold an appropriate Spanish COC or work under someone 
who is legally able to be in command of that vessel .  Those working on a freelance 
basis from outside of the EU would be subject to immigration laws and cannot 
instruct as a tourist .  our understanding is that examiners are al lowed to continue 
working in the EU and Spain as they are employed by the RYA and effectively 
travell ing on business in the EU.


